
Explore nature!



It’s World Environment Day! 
Let’s celebrate the biodiversity 
on our doorstep
The foods we eat, the air we 
breathe, the water we drink and 
the climate that makes our planet 
habitable all come from nature. To 
care for ourselves, we must care 
for nature.

This World Environment Day, it’s 
Time for Nature. #FORNATURE

Spend time enjoying nature and 
have fun with some of the activities 
in our biodiversity toolkit!

Go on an insect safari

Build your own insect hotel

Give your garden a biodiversity 
makeover
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The biodiversity toolkit
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You don’t need to travel to exotic places 
to go exploring. There’s a whole world of 
interesting creatures on your doorstep, 
just waiting to be discovered! There are 
millions of different kinds of insects, and 
they all play an important role in our 
environment. A single tree can be home 
to thousands of insects!

Insects help nature in many ways. They 
make tasty snacks for birds and other 
wildlife, they pollinate plants, and they 
help break down waste and dead plants 
and animals. That helps all the nutrients 
to go back into the soil.

When there’s a healthy mix of different 
plants, animals and insects all living 
together, we call that biodiversity.
We’ve put together this fun biodiversity 
toolkit to help you discover the life in 
your garden or neighbourhood. We’ve 
also provided some tips and fun projects 
to help you boost biodiversity even more.
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Go on an insect safari
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Go on a safari
• Go out into your neighbourhood, local 

park or woods and see how many 
different insects, plants and animals you 
can find.

• Make identifying creatures easy and fun 
with the Seek app from Inaturalist. Simply 
point your smart phone camera at the 
creature and discover what it is. 

wwww.inaturalist.org/pages/seek_app

• Use our explorer’s notes sheet to write 
down your discoveries.

Where to look: 
• Under rotting logs or leaves
• The underside of a leaf
• Among flowers: on the stems or 

between the petals
• On trees: put a white sheet on the 

ground and gently shake the branches 
using a stick. Look at the sheet to see 
what has fallen out of the tree. If you 
try a few different types of trees, you’ll 
find that different insects prefer to live 
on different trees.

• In grasses and bushes
• In the soil
• Under loose bricks or old stones
• In buckets of rainwater
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The explorer’s note sheet 

Draw the animal or insect in the box

Type of animal or insect:                                       

Where was it found?                                            

Date: 

What does it eat?                                                  
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Build your own insect hotel
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Do your neighbours have more birds in 
their garden than you do? That’s 
probably because they have the right 
sort of food available: a variety of trees 
and bushes, insects, flowers and seeds. 
The more insects you have in your 
garden, the more birds you will get too! 
And you don’t need a garden—you can 
put an insect hotel on your balcony or in 
your yard!

Follow these instructions to create your 
own insect hotel and attract more insects 
to your garden.

https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/give-
nature-a-home-in-your-garden/garden-activities/build-
a-bug-hotel
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Give your garden a 
biodiversity makeover
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Biodiversity means having lots of different 
plants, animals and insects all living 
together. Use some of these fun activities to 
introduce more variety to your garden or 
balcony, and see what new visitors you 
attract.

Make a nectar bar
Some plants have lots of nectar, which bees 
and butterflies love. Buddleia and ivy are 
great for this. Plants that climb have the 
added advantage of providing insects with 
somewhere to hide.

Make a compost corner
Insects and other wildlife love compost 
heaps. Your compost bin can be a simple 
wooden box 1m³ made from an old 
wooden pallet or packing crate. You also 
get the bonus of a nice supply of compost 
for your garden.

Fill your garden with colour
Flowers bring colour to your garden and 
attract insects. Choose flowers that are 
native to your area. If you don’t have a 
garden, plant them in pots.
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